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STRAGGLERS AND ABSENTEFS 7JITHOUT LEAVE

l. Definition of terms. Corfusion of the terms used to dee
scribe various classes of absentees is evident both in official doc-
wients and normal usage.lsd Absentees may be either legitimate or
unauttorized and their treatment should be based upon the intent
which caused their absence. Legitimate absentees need only assis-
tance while unauthorized absenbees require coercion to'effect return
to their units. Confusion of terminology has been partly responsible
for instnances, where legitimate absentces were thrown into the guard
house on the one hand and unauthorized abasentees had the chance to
absent themselves again orn the other. The following definitions are
used in thias study:

as A strageler is a soldier who is gbsent frem his unit
without =uthority but through no fault of his own,.

bes An absentee without leave (ATOL) is a soldier who is
absent from his unit without authority and through his own fault.

2. Ilanned procedurc,

ae Remulations coverinp. Chapter L, Field Mamual 19-5
covered the general procedure for physical handling of battle
shirkers and absentees without leave (referred tc as "stragglers®
by the mamual). Circular 120, Headquarters.PFurcopean Theater of
Operations, 13 December 1944, as amended, covered the Burcpesn Theater
aystem for administrative execcubion of Army Regulation 615-300.

b. Bosgic prinecizlegs., Absentees without leave and astrag-
Zlers were to be handled zlike, Forward units were to set up clears
ly defined lines, called f"Straggler Lines", generally parallel to
the front, along which they would intercept and check all personnel
going to the rear. At stratepgic points along the line, collecting
posts were to be sstablished.t Absentees were to be reported by unit
cormanders on D AGO Form 45. Apprehenrhng units were to report re~
covered persomel on D AGO Form 46 Return of all parsonnel was to
be through military police channels direct whenever possible and
through reinforcement cormand channels when distances were too g,reat.z'6

3e Irocedure used in the Furopean Theater.

ae Division Level. -Division commariers recovered the
groater portion 6f their absentces themsclves, within their own divie
sion areas. Division nilitary police and reginental security guards
were made responsible and were used to zo almost into the front lines
to recover battle shirkers and absentess without loave and to assist
the roturn of stragslors. #11 such persomel were penerally treated
alike and were retirned, in custody, directly to their units by the
nilitary police without ngsistance of an intermediate agency. Even
in the best run divisions, military nccessity freguently prevented,
the accomplishment of & writter recard by the recovering apencies.
Absentoes without leave from adjacent units, from corps and arry
units in the division area and from rear units were returned when-
evor practicable by division militany police by the shortest route.
Those who could not be returned tc their units quickly were deliver-
ed to corps military police for disposition.
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b. Corps and Army.

(2y

(2)

(3)

Absentees without leave., Corps and army tommand-
erg gave to the military police tho responisbility
for rceovery,: booking and initial movement toward
their praper hnits of all absentecs without lcave
found in their respoctive arcas. TFor a time in-
dividuals belonging to distant units werc returnod
through the reinforecment systom, but this medium
wag neither ablc to process thom fast onough nor to
guard them properly. As a rcsult absontoes without
Icave escaped and had to be reeovered again,3 There-
fare the use of the reinfercement systom was aban-
donecd and all absentees without loave woro roturned
through military police channels, As military po-
liece channels worc also used foar the dransfer of
prisoncrs both actions wore frequently combined in
the interest of economy of guard personncl and trans-
portation.

Stragglers. Military police gave assistance in the
form of road dircection, transportation, gasoline,
food, shclter and emergency clothing to stragglors,
wherever individuals could establish themselves as
such and prove that thoy were not absent without
lcave., Such assistance originated to a great extont
the popularity of Military Police, Although mis-
takes were madce oecasionally and abscntcos without
leave wore erroncously taken for straggleors, this
system was considered justificd ns the porcontago
of its orrorg wns probably vory small and far out-
weighed by its fairncss to soldicrs who were lost
and congcientiously tried to return to their units.

In contrast to this systom stands the mothed cf
confining all individual stravelorg to the gnard
houso, Whilc most urits used the latter system
initially, nearly all changed to the more leniond
gystem before the ond of operations, In some in-
stancos, strageglors were roturncd through tho re-
inforcement command,

c. Communications zonc.

(1)

(2)

Abscentees without leave. Basce scction commanders
wore responsible for absentees without leavo in

their aresas and dclegated the job to the military
police throush their respoctive provost marshals.

The proccdire and cxperiences were almost identical
to that of corps ard army ocxcept that tho number of
casos wag much larger and thercefore thoe number of
criminals mixed in with ordinary absentocs without
leave constitutcd a much mare sarious problem. Reine
forcement command as a chnnnol for thé return of ab-
sentces without lenve broke down in the commnications
zone also. A large number of apprchendod ssldiers
in tho commuricntions zone werce ficld foree men who
had driftecd intoc the large cities and rest areas,

Stragglors. Initially stragglers and absentecs
without leave were treatod alike, but, as in corps
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and army, this moved unsatisfactory. REventually
the syatem of igsuing travel orders and furnishing
military irangportation was devcloped and proved
satisfactory. Az in corps ard army, the burdsn of
reasonably establishing his identity restcd on the
man himself. In cage of doubt he wns trented as an
absentee without leave,

4e General Procodures:

as All echolons found the absentee without leave problem
closely rolated to crime as well as to motor vehicle asccidents ..
Frequently drives werc conducted by military police, somctimes age
sigtod by othar troops, in city and leave arcas to effect the re-
covery of abscriees without leave., In forward orcas, drives for she
capturc of overrun encmy personncl often resulted in the recovary of
many sbgentecs without leaves It was customary to check the iden-
tity of all soldiers wncovercd in raids ragardless of the mission of
the raiding party. No cchelon used a "straggler linc® as doscribed
in Chapter 4, Ficld Mamuxd 19-5 but =ll uscd collceting points and
patrols of onc iype or another. It was rorce practicable to conduct
an active gcarch of an area to achicve results than to ocstablish a
lincs Diviasion militmy police got men out of shelter and back into
the fight and all cchelong raided ceortain localitine and conductcd
area control searchese Use of ths torm lstraggler line" in conncs-
tion with a medern division or any rosrward cloments 33 an archnaic
deseription of thz problem and doos not consider the mobility of
clther the abscrtecs withoubt leave or the military polico,

by Ab 21l eehelons personncl were fraguently being brought
to collecting pointe with improperly propored arrcat forms or nous
at alle Apprchording unit comnanders werc never roported for such
omizsions and the practice was never digeontinucd, Some colleocting
pointy refused to accept individuals without proper arrest forms
and this causcd wastoe of critical motor wvehielen, gng, tircs, and
timec of persomnel. As this practice was ot mnde a subject for
offieial action it contimued thwronzhout the war,7  Apmrehending
agelicies ghould prepare TPM Form Noe 2 on all absentecs, aubhorized
or unauthorized. This form showld accompany the soldier enroute to
his wiit, In appropriate cases WD ACO Form No. AH should be jpro-
pared and disbributed in naccordance with exisbing Rupcpean’ Theater
ingtruetions,

¢y Initially some collecting points ~t precbically svery
echelon attempted to work cut a system requiring nnits te eall for any
of their personncl held at incloswresa,. In svory known instance bhis
was abrndoned as impracticable and transportation to the parent unit
or the uext unit in the chain of delivery by perusonnel from the cole
leeting point subsgtituted. Ofben, delivering agencies browszht back
a return load from the forward points, however, rosponsibility for
gsecurilg trensvortation was placed with the holding agenucy whethor

345

that ageney wes forward or ruar of the apprehendec's porent unit”*

e Meons required in the Turopean Thenter .

as Agencies, Military police at all echelonus and seceurity
platoons of regiments undur divisiony were cmployed in the handling
of absertecs without leave and stragglers. Facilities of the reiu-
forcement cormand were used to an extent snd would have been used more
had the reinforcement syotem beer capable of adeguately guarding the
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absentees without leave in their charge,

be DPersonnel Reguired. Normal rilitary police units wera
adequate at all echelons except in cormurications zope where lar
cities away from the fighting zome amd extensive rest ."11‘0:"5 nade %ie
egtablishment of large colleeting points necessm"y.g'h;-5 Fm‘ thes‘c
collecting points one or two companies per bage section were used
for guard dutye The largest collecting point (Paris) required twe
such companiese No extra personnel was roquired in the reirfarcerent
cormand for the return of stragglers,

ce Trangpartation, Organie transportation of military Do-
lice units was adequate, except that in comunications zone i was
necessary to secure additional trucks to fransfer absentees without
leave fro? base section collecting points to armies ard 2djacert base
sectionsy

6. ndmdinistrative records employed..

a. Theater Provost Marshal Form #2, Theater Frovost Marshal
Forr: %2 (appendix 1) was used by all nilitary police units at all eche-
lons of cormand for reporting absentees without leave, stragslers,
violaticons of regulations and inecidents of =11 types. It was satise
factory.. For zbsentees without leave it served with necessary suppert-
ing statements for the information of interested persons and for g
basis cf action by unit cormanders, For stragglers, it served as a
recard by which the unit cormamder could establish legitimate absence.

be Absentees witheut leave Circulars and Bulletins were is-
sued Theater<wide by basc sections, erties ard other comparable con-
mards but not by divisions and corps, except sometimes for the benefit
of their own troops. Usually the lists were in conjunction with sim-
ilar lists of stolen and recovered vehicles, escaped general prigons
ers, and egcaped prisoners of war., & ronthly consclidnted list oas
also issued by the Theater Provost Marshal. All were beneficial in
the aprrehension of absentees without leave, but, since they 2id not
have distribution to other than military police units anl headquar-
ters of commands, their usefulness was diminished. No attempt was
made to reproduce photographs, although it might have been effective
had it been done for general prisoners and repester absentees with-
out leave, In gonoral the lists were far too long becnuse the sys-
tem of reporting returns to units was never perfected. The lis‘_cs
continued to grow until tracers on ambsentees without leave initiated
by the Theater Provost Marshal resulted in some reduction by remov-
ing recovercd absentees frop the list.

Ce Special TWanted Lists, Armies, base sections and head-
quarters of comparable size issued special wanted lists which con-
tained only persons wanted for serious crimes. Descriptions but not
photographs were used, Distribution was the same as for.the regular
sbsentee without leave circulars. These lists resulted in some ap-
prehensions emd they might have been mare effective hal the distri-
bution been greater..

d+ WD _AGO Rorms 45 and h6.

1 rman ’ n 1}5 nd fOI‘W.-ZI‘d-
a1 epar d D AGC For ana
( ) Unit commanders mr & ‘ K )

ed copies direct to maehine recor N
cies, TIncomplete records resulted l?ecausz? !;giu:ciﬂ;n.
manders often did not know the required 4istr2
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Machine record unit facilities were not uged to
their full advantage and both the initiator and the
receivers of YD ASQ Form 45 failed to obtain the
maxinum benefit,

i Every necessary change in distria
bution required re-education of all unit comanders,

(2) D 460 Form 46 was prepared by aprrehending agencles,
but in many cases this was omttted,? Numercus nbe
sentees without leave and stragglers were returned to
their units through military police and other chan-
nels without submission of Fornm 46, Had the aprre-
hending ageney prepsred and submitted AGO Form Xo. 73
in eoch instance. of apprehension as required by The-
ater instruetions, many names would have been renors
ed from ebsentee publications published by the Thaatar,.
It is truc that there would have been Forms 4b sub-
mitted in some eases for which no Form 45 had been
submitted; however it is helieved that this would
have involved no administrative difficulty and would
have served o keep the absentee lists clear of re-
covered absentees,

Te Conclusionse

as Revision of the definitions of the terms *Straggler® and
"Argentee Vithout Leave" is necessary to aveid confusion. The follow-
inz definitions of these terms are suggested:

(1) A straggler is a soldier who is absent from I-iis unit
without authority, but through no fault of his own.

(2) An absentee without leave (A70L) is a soldier who is
absent from his unit without authority and through
his own fault.

b. Both stragglers and absentees without leave should usually
be handled alike in combat division areas bub showld be processed sep-
arately slsewhere

¢y The maximum advantage of rait_ls. patl_‘ol§ and check:eby
nilitary police on duty, regardless of primary mssion should
taken to apprehend abscntees without leave,

d. The principle of returning -bsentees withou; l:ave tl;rrgugh
nilitary police channels is sound, However the rgtmt;rlmeo straggl
is best handled by the moat expeditious means available.

¢. The conception of "straggler lines" as contained in £3eld
manuals or other publications is outmoded.

. lers
. f. Responsibility for apprehension and IEtmwfng;SE§aﬁe
and abscntees without lzave should be that of the ¢

area of apprehension.

Ze The apprehending unit should prepare.thzlzx)‘ogzraioc;?f
(TFM Form No. 2 and 7D AGO Form No. 46, when app_'tllc: &) b
Pany stragplers or absenbees without leave enrc : u(])_d e onire
and collecting points and military pglice units :v:nent P e
el to accept such personnecl for continuance of m
units,
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he In general, the means provided in the Buropean Theater
for handling stragglers and absertees without leave werc 1’iequ51;e with

the exception of guard, overhcad, and transport for lap.g collecting
points in the communications zome, - e

i. Absentee without leave circulars, bullctirg ard speeinl
yanted lists, accwrately maintained, should be published by Ed.{‘c’ic’;n
Theater, armics and sections of communicatiors zones $hoir iistr;.b'ition
in the case of circulars and bulletins should inglude all militery
police units and all units of battalion size; in the cnsc of special
warted lists, distribution should be extended to 21l military police
units and 11 units of compary size,.

8. Recommendations,

ne The definitions of the terms "stragrier™ and "abscriee
yithout leave! in publications pertaining to the apirehersion -rd re-
turn to units of stragplers ~rd absentees without leave shculd te s
focllows:

(1) A streggler is a scldier who is -bsert frem his unit
without authority but throush no f2ult of his cwx,

(2) An nbsentee without leave (A70L) is a scliier who
is absent from his unit without authority -id
throush his own fault.

“e BPBoth straz;lers and absentees without le~ve in the frort
line division srsas should be handled =like, but in other aress they
shculd be handled scparately.

c. Maxirum sdvantace of raids, patrols, nnd checks bty ril-
itary police on duty, regardless of primery nission, should be tzken
to apprehend absentees without leave.

d, abscntoes without lenve should be returned to their units
through military police channels, but stragglers should be returned by
the most expcditious means available, such gs military pelice channels,
the reinforcemernt system or other available mears,

os The term "atraggler line’ as cortained in field manunls
and other publications should be eliminated.

f. The commander of the area of apprehension shoulfl‘be re-
sponsible for the aprrehension and return of str-oplers and absentees
without lesve,

;e Apprehending units should be required to prepare Tchebl )
groper forms (TEM Form No. 2 and 7D AGO Form No. 46, when appliga. &
to nccompany stragglers or absentees without lenve gnroute to their
units; and collecting points and military police units sh:uli bihx;;
quired to accept such personnel for contimunmce of rovement o
units,.

he Sufficient ;udrd and overheod persgnnel and transporta-
tion should be provided for large collecting pointse



ie Absentee without leave circulars and bulletins and gpe-
einl wanted lists, accurately meintained, shonld be published by Theater ,
armies and sections of the communications zone; their dAistribution in
the case of circulars and bulletins, should inelude all nilitsary police
units and all units of battalion size; and in the case of special want-
ed 1lists, distribution should be extended to all military police units
and 211 units of compaay sizes
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